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Dear Friend and Supporter,

When Higher Edge was founded in 2011; the organization was serving 6 students,
all from one high school. At the time; Higher Edge was a one year program and
only guided students to college - building the college list, writing/editing the essay,
hitting submit, applying for financial aid and scholarships, and making an informed
decision. But as students navigated college; they continued to reach back out to
the Higher Edge advisors. As a result; the Success program was developed, which
follows students through college. Since 2016, 85 students have earned their
college degree.

Higher Edge now guides and supports 45 high school seniors each year, from 9
different high schools in Southeastern CT and Willimantic and another 140 college
students who attend more than 20 different higher education institutions across
the country. In just the past two years alone; 38 students have graduated college
and another 80 have begun their first year. During this same time; our high school
seniors received over 1.2 million dollars in institutional aid and $429,000 in private
scholarships. Impressive numbers when you think about the times our students
were living through - shut down campuses, virtual learning, social distancing.
Impressive even more because our students persisted. 

To celebrate our 10 year anniversary; we are sharing ten of their stories in our
student spotlight series. They have each set a goal of being the first in their family
to graduate college. Each is on their own journey, creating their individual path.
They are our leaders - champions of strength and heroes in the community; the
faces of perseverance. 

So as a first time or repeat donor; I hope you recognize all that our students are,
all that they will be. Because their successes are our successes. They are changing
lives and together we can ensure that more lives are impacted for the better.

In Community,

Katie Hallisey
Executive Director

 



New London High School,  Class  of
2021

UCONN Class  of  2025
Major:  Exercise  Science

Favorite  Late Night  Snack:  Honey
Buns

 
 

“The way Higher Edge

supported me was

completely guiding me

through the college

application process. Without

them I wouldn’t be able to

have received the

scholarships that I have

gotten and wouldn’t know

the things I know now about

applying to college.”



 
 

“Higher Edge has helped me stay

in school and taught me the

things about college that I

needed to know in order to be

successful. Without it, I wouldn't

have made it past the first year

due to the lack of knowledge I

had about what to do.” 

- Natanael

Natanael                     
Windham High School, Class of
2019 
Southern CT State University,
Class of 2023
Major: Business Administration
Favorite Late Night Snack: Oreos

Akianys
Windham High School, Class of
2022
Intended Major:
Criminology/Psychology
Favorite Late Night Snack:
Granola & Yogurt

 
 

“Higher Edge has really been

helping me with going through

the process of finding schools

and scholarships that will get me

to college. I’m thankful for my

brother telling me to apply to the

program!”

-Akianys



Science & Technology Magnet  High School,
Class  of  2018

Nova Southeastern University,  Class  of
2021
Bachelor of  Science,  Biology

Favorite  Late Night  Snack:  
Ibero Sweet  Plantain Chips

 
 

“Higher Edge has helped me with

literally everything. I immigrated to

the US from Haiti at the age of 8

so my parents didn’t know

anything about the college

process in the US. Higher Edge

held our hand through the entire

application and enrollment

process. They also helped me

transfer all my ECE [early college

experience] credits I took in high

school to my university. That’s one

of the biggest things that allowed

me to graduate in 3 years instead

of 4 and now I get a year to travel,

which is something I always

wanted to do.”



“I chose to apply to Higher Edge

because I wanted to continue my

education and go to college but I

didn't know how to start. I am the

first person in my family to go to

college so I was scared and

honestly lost on how to do it. I

heard about this program and they

really helped me in applying to

schools and financial aid. Even

finding the Millstone Scholarship

Program I am currently in. Higher

Edge has helped me start and

continue my education.” 

Grasso Technical  High School,  
Class  of  2020

Three Rivers  Community Col lege,  
Class  of  2022
Major:  Nuclear Engineering

Favorite  Late Night  Snack:  Caramel  Drumsticks



“Higher Edge has significantly helped me

through each stage of my transition from high

school to college. The team has always been a

tremendous support when I was unsure about

my future, when I felt stuck or indecisive, or

when I simply needed a little push or

encouragements. I will always be grateful for all

the help they provided me whether it was with

college applications, FAFSA, words of wisdom,

encouragement, and enormous support.”

- Neyssa

                  
Neyssa
New London High School, 
Class of 2018

UCONN, Class of 2022
Major: Nursing
Favorite Late Night Snack: 
Pretzels & Nutella

Sebast ien
New London High School, 
Class of 2021
Major: Computer Science &
Engineering
Favorite Late Night Snack: M&Ms

 

 

“Higher Edge has helped through my

college application process, my FAFSA,

and choosing which college to attend.

They have also helped me apply for

scholarships. I was able to collect

enough scholarship to cover over 95%

of my fee bill.”

-Sebastien



 
 

“Higher Edge has supported me

amazingly throughout my college

experience, from helping me with

FAFSA, to reminding me about

scholarship deadlines, to the monthly

check-ins that make you feel at home

during those rough patches throughout

the semester. They have shown

continuous support through my ups and

downs, which is why I will always be

forever grateful for the Higher Edge

staff and what they do to change

students’ lives everyday.”

                  
New London High School, Class of 2018

Springfield College, Class of 2022
Major: Health Sciences (Physical Therapy)

Favorite Late Night Snack: Fruit Snacks



East  Lyme High School,  Class  of  2020

UCONN Class  of  2024
Major:  Biology

Favorite  Late Night  Snack:  Cheez-Its

 

“Higher Edge helped me more

than one could imagine. They

helped me get and stay

organized, kept me on track,

and always had the best

words and ways of

encouragement.”



New London High School,  Class  of  2022
Intended Major:  Computer Science

Favorite  Late Night  Snack:  Hot  Cheetos

 
 

“Higher Edge is showing me what

the college process is like and

teaching me what I need as a

senior to prepare myself for college

applications. Also, as a first-gen

student, Higher Edge understands

the struggle that students out

there (myself included) face,

including not having the resources

compared to others.”



Yeni
Windham High School ,  C lass  of
2018
UCONN,  Class  of  2022
Major:  Nurs ing
Favor i te  Late  Night  Snack:
Chocolate  Hummus with  Fru i t  &
Pretze ls

Ivet te
Windham High School ,  C lass  of
2019
UCONN,  Class  of  2023
Major:  Nurs ing
Favor i te  Late  Night  Snack:
Chobani  F l ip  Almond Coco Loco
Yogurt

My advisor’s throughout my

time with Higher Edge have

been extremely supportive

whether it's help with FAFSA

or looking for scholarships,

their advice, guidance and

continuous support have

helped me to be successful in

college.” 

-Yeni

“As a first generation student

the college application

process seemed very

overwhelming. The great

organizational supportive

structure of Higher Edge

really minimized a lot of the

anxiety I had while beginning

the application process and

the program has continued to

make a difference in my

journey with its resources.”

-Ivette



Science & Technology Magnet  High
School,  
Class  of  2017

UCONN Class  of  2021
Bachelor of  Science,  Nursing

Favorite  Late Night  Snack:  Doritos

 
 

"Higher Edge was a blessing. This

program helped me before and during my

college experience. Guided me with

applying to schools, scholarships,

financial aid, and more. They were a

support system I never knew I needed.

They were always one text or phone call

away, even if you just needed to talk to

someone about the good or bad days.

They have always gone above and

beyond to lead me in the right direction,

find me the help I need and provide me

with assistance as best they could. They

helped keep me focused and always had

a helping hand out. I don't know what I

would've done without Higher Edge and I

am beyond thankful."


