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Supporting 119 
College Graduates 

... And Counting

Getting Students TO & THROUGH College



D e a r  F r i e n d  &  S u p p o r t e r ,

S i n c e  o u r  f o u n d i n g  i n  2 0 1 1 ;  H i g h e r  E d g e  h a s  p l a y e d  a  u n i q u e  r o l e  i n  

i t s  s t u d e n t s ’  c o l l e g e  j o u r n e y s  …  a n d  I  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  j o i n  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  t e a m  o f  s u p p o r t e r s .  

F a r  m o r e  t h a n  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  a d v i s i n g  t h a t  g u i d e s  h i g h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  

a s  t h e y  n a v i g a t e  t h e  e n t i r e  c o l l e g e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t i o n .  

T o g e t h e r  w e  b u i l d  l a s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  s t u d e n t s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  

a n d  s t a f f .  D a h y i r  C r o f t ,  U C O N N  ‘ 2 1 ,  B S N ,  R N  s a i d ,  “ H i g h e r  E d g e  w a s  a

s u p p o r t  s y s t e m  I  n e v e r  k n e w  I  n e e d e d .  T h e y  w e r e  a l w a y s  o n e  t e x t  o r

p h o n e  c a l l  a w a y ,  e v e n  i f  y o u  j u s t  n e e d e d  t o  t a l k  t o  s o m e o n e  a b o u t  t h e

g o o d  o r  b a d  d a y s .  T h e y  h e l p e d  k e e p  m e  f o c u s e d  a n d  a l w a y s  h a d  a

h e l p i n g  h a n d  o u t . ”

W h e n  c o l l e g e  c a m p u s e s  s h u t  d o w n  i n  M a r c h  2 0 2 0  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  

p i v o t e d  o v e r n i g h t ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  s t a y e d  e n g a g e d .  A n d  w h e n  t h e  c o u n t r y

s l o w l y  b e g a n  t o  r e o p e n  a n d  s w i t c h  t o  v i r t u a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  o u r  

s t u d e n t s  r e m a i n e d  c o n n e c t e d .  A s  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  l o o k  t o  

h e a l  a n d  f i n d  t h e i r  b e a r i n g ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  h a d  a  c o n t i n u e d  

n e t w o r k  o f  a d v o c a t e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  p e r s i s t i n g ,  w i t h  a  

9 3 %  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e i r  s e c o n d  y e a r  ( w e l l  a b o v e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  o f

7 4 % ) .  W h a t ’ s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  i s  t h a t  H i g h e r  E d g e ’ s  s t u d e n t s  

a r e  a l s o  g r a d u a t i n g  -  2 6  y o u n g  a d u l t s  e a r n e d  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  i n  

M a y  2 0 2 2  a n d  a n o t h e r  2 2  a r e  s e t  t o  g r a d u a t e  i n  M a y  2 0 2 3 .  

H i g h e r  E d g e ’ s  s t u d e n t s  a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e

o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  s u c c e s s  a n d  n o t h i n g  e x h i b i t s  t h i s  m o r e  t h a n  h e a r i n g

d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e m .  S o m e  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a r e  s h a r e d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

p a g e s  a n d  s o  I  a s k  -  C a n  I  c o u n t  o n  y o u  t o  m a k e  a  g i f t ?  A  g i f t  t o  

s u p p o r t  m o r e  s t u d e n t s  l i k e  D a h y i r ,  W i l m a ,  &  L a w r e n c e  o n  t h e  p a t h  t o  

t h e i r  d e g r e e s .  T h e i r  s u c c e s s e s  a r e  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  o u r  s u c c e s s e s  …  a n d

t o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  c h a n g e  l i v e s ,  o n e  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  a t  a  t i m e .

I n  C o m m u n i t y ,

K a t i e  H a l l i s e y
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r



make a difference.
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C H E C K S  A L S O  A C C E P T E D  M A D E  P A Y A B L E  T O :
 H I G H E R  E D G E

D O N A T I O N S  M A Y  B E  M A I L E D  T O :
3 5  R E D D E N  A V E N U E

N E W  L O N D O N ,  C T  0 6 3 2 0
 

    S I N C E  2 0 1 6 ;  

1 1 9  H I G H E R  E D G E  S T U D E N T S   H A V E
E A R N E D  A  C O L L E G E  D E G R E E .  
T O G E T H E R  . . . W E  C A N  C H A N G E  L I V E S
O N E  C O L L E G E  D E G R E E  A T  A  T I M E



              DEHJAH
T H R E E  R I V E R S  M I D D L E  C O L L E G E  

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 4

Intended Major: Genetics or
Applied Mathematics
School Involvement:
President of National Honor
Society, Vice-President of
Student Leadership Club
Work: Cashier at Fiddleheads
Food Co-Op
Favorite Late Night Snack: 
Chocolate Peanut Butter
Cups

: 

I have always had a passion for learning and want to
pursue higher education to learn about things that could
help me make a difference in the world.

Higher Edge has helped relieve a lot of the stress and
anxiety that I’ve felt about the application process. From
reviewing my college essay to guiding my family and I
through all our FAFSA questions. Higher Edge has
exposed me to several scholarship opportunities and
given me lots of information about the application
process I didn’t know.



               ESTHER
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 5

Major: Health Science
On Campus: SSS (Student
Support Services)
Work: Local Nursing Home
Favorite Late Night Snack: 
Chessman Butter Cookies

: 

My inspiration for college would
have to be my mother. My mom is
the most hardworking person I
know. She works 2-3 jobs just to
make it happen for me. Growing 

up she wanted nothing but the best for me which is why I aspire 
to become something great in life.

Higher Edge is definitely a blessing to be apart of . The program
helped me in so many ways that I can think of. During this whole
high school transition into college they have been nothing but a
supportive and encouraging team. I am very thankful for them.
Helping me with scholarships, financial aid and so much more. I
honestly do not know how I would be surviving college if it was 
not for them. 



        WILMALIS
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 4

Major: Environmental
Engineering 
Campus Involvement:
BRIDGE, Undergrad Research
Assistant with a focus on
mountainous terrain &
flooding patterns/damages
in Asia and flooding/water
monitoring in CT
Favorite Late Night Snack: 
Mandarin Fruit Cups

: 

Higher Edge has been a great support system that
understands what college is like while also having the
experience to talk me through it. They keep me on track
with things that may get lost in the background of all
that school is and make sure I have everything I need ...
and this is for anything. They were also really great with
scholarships, making sure you are doing what you need
to do and that it is on time!



ROCKENSON
A L B E R T U S  M A G N U S  C O L L E G E

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3

Major: Business Management
with a focus on Marketing
Management. 
Minor: Computer
Information Systems.
Campus Involvement: Men’s
Team, Vice-President of
Campus Activities Board
(CAB), Director of Diversity &
Inclusion for Student
Government Association
(SGA)
Favorite Late Night Snack: 
Pop-Tarts

: 

I chose to attend college because I want to learn the
skills necessary to help me succeed in life.
 
Higher Edge helped to find the school that was best
suited for me. They helped me understand the type of 
aid that was offered and made sure that I would be
comfortable attending the school that I attend now.



        SHANEVA

L Y C O M I N G  C O L L E G E
C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 2

* G R A D U A T I N G  S E M E S T E R  E A R L Y

Major: Neuroscience
Minors: Psychology & Philosophy

Campus Involvement: Mu Sigma
Upsilon Sorority, Inc. Chapter
President; Cultural Greek Council 
Vice President; Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion President; Student
Government Senator; Pre-Health
Society Member; Black Student 
Union Member; Recreational Staff
Supervisor 

Favorite Late Night Snack: 
Smoked BBQ Ruffles 

: 

As a first generation college student, success was never only for
me, but for my family as well. I wanted to pursue Neuroscience
and get a hands on experience. I also wanted to broaden my
horizons when it came to friends, experiences, and knowledge. 

Higher Edge provided me the tools to make my dreams a reality: I
was offered detailed and genuine guidance when pursuing
college. Higher Edge took my confused thoughts and worked
through them with me, and is why I ended up attending Lycoming
College today. 



      LAWRENCE
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 2

Major: Mathematics and
Statistics
Campus Jobs: Latinx Student
Leadership Council
Coordinator, Writing Center
Tutor, Writing Fellow,
Pioneer Diversity Intern
Campus Organizations:
B.A.I.L.E. (Bringing 
Awareness into Latino
Ethnicities), DSA (Dominican  
Student Association), Latino
America Unida Lambda
Alpha Upsilon Fraternity Inc.

: 
Higher Edge has supported me by providing me with the courage
and motivation to not give up when life sometimes gets too
overwhelming. It gave me the reassurance that I belonged in the
world of academia to achieve greater success.

My advice - Don't be afraid to try new things! College is a time to
explore. You'll be surprised with the amount of things college life
has to offer.
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Executive Director
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College Access
Program Manager

Gracie Guzman

Success Program
Manager



Follow us on 
social media

@higheredgect

We also encourage you to visit our website 
 www.higheredge.org


