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The 2024 Report Card illustrates the transformational work 
Higher Edge is completing with students.

For the last 9 years, Higher Edge has celebrated each May as 
its students walk the stage to accept their college diploma. 
These ceremonies are evidence that college degrees are not 
only attainable, but they are attainable by their peers coming 
from similar backgrounds and facing similar challenges. 
More importantly; they are achieving something greater than 
a degree, qualities that cannot be captured on a piece of paper 
- confidence, leadership skills, and self advocacy traits.

A famous quote by Audrey Hepburn reads, “Nothing is impossible,
The word itself says ‘I’m Possible’” Day in and day out, Higher Edge
students and alumni are proving these words true. 

I hope you find the data from 2024 as inspiring as I do.

 

Dear             Friend & Supporter,

In Community,
Katie Hallisey



 CAP CLASS OF 

Personalized advising that guides high school seniors through the college
application process and empowers them to make informed college decisions

COLLEGE ACCESS PROGRAM

Students 
  from high 

schools

Grasso Technical HS [Groton]
New London MultiMagnet HS
Saint Bernard School
[Uncasville]
Three Rivers Middle College
(Norwich)

85%
   ENROLLED 
    DIRECTLY   
  IN COLLEGE

Connecticut College 
Eastern CT State University
Howard University 
University of Connecticut
University of Hartford
Wagner College
  

65%
    AT 4-YEAR
INSTITUTIONS



SUCCESS PROGRAM

COLLEGE STUDENTS
AT 15 CAMPUSES 
ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY

Upon making their final college choice and completing enrollment steps;
students receive support and guidance throughout their' time in college that
ensures they persist and earn a degree. 

 90%
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SECOND YEAR
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MEET Shariena,

, 

MAJOR: Psychology

RESEARCH:  Women’s Physical
Health & Its Connection to
Psychological Well-Being

CAMPUS LEADERSHIP:
Undergraduate Research
Assistant & Resident
Assistant

University of Connecticut  Class of 2024

“The journey from high school to college is undoubtedly challenging,
particularly in the absence of proper guidance. Higher Edge has
wholeheartedly committed itself to every student, demonstrating unwavering
passion throughout our path. Despite the difficulties inherent in this journey,
Higher Edge recognizes the immense potential within each student and their
future aspirations, serving as a constant reminder to persevere.”

FUTURE PLANS: “Right now I am applying to
Ph.D. and Psy.D. clinical psych programs as
well as masters programs focusing on
mental health counseling. My ultimate
goal is to establish my own private
practice dedicated to offering services for
neuro-divergent women, with a focus on
marginalized communities, that will
provide trauma-focused care for trauma-
related disorders.”

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU: My brother is my
number one motivator to keep going. After
seeing a lot of doctors dismiss his potential
and then to see how he overcame all of that
was an amazing experience. He’s able to do
more than what even a neuro-typical adult
can do. I keep that in mind as I would like to
see neuro-diverse individuals have the
opportunity to flourish as well.”



FINANCIALSFINANCIALSFINANCIALS

REVENUE

EXPENSES

$349,363

Foundations & Grants  $314,363 (90%)

Individual Contributiions /Events/Misc Income $35,000 (10%)

$327,670

Programming $245,752 (75%)

Administrative/Overhead Costs  $81,918 (25%)



OUR GENEROUSOUR GENEROUSOUR GENEROUS
   SUPPORTERSSUPPORTERSSUPPORTERS

FOUNDATIONS & GRANTSFOUNDATIONS & GRANTSFOUNDATIONS & GRANTS
Albert B. Glassenberg Fund
Barrett Family Foundation                      
Berkshire Bank Foundation            
Bodenwein Public Benevolent Foundation
Chamber of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut              
Charter Oak Community Giving
Centreville Bank Charitable Foundation
Chelsea Groton Foundation           
City of New London Community Development Block Grant
City of New London Department of Human Services Fair Shot Opportunity
Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut      
Connecticut Judicial Branch: Youth Service Initiative
Dime Bank Foundation
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation           
Eilzabeth Raymond Ambler Trust    
Frank Loomis Palmer Fund       
George A. & Grace L. Long Foundation
Henry E. Niles Foundation     
James P. & Mary E. Shea Perpetual Trust
Jeffrey P. Ossen Family Foundation   
June Salamy Krisch Fund
Lloyd G. Balfour Foundation      
M&T Charitable Foundation     
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Parker Family Fund
Pfizer Connecticut Labs 
SCRIPPS Family Foundation for Education & Arts           
Town Fair Tire Foundation
United Way of Southeastern Connecticut



OUR GENEROUSOUR GENEROUSOUR GENEROUS
   SUPPORTERSSUPPORTERSSUPPORTERS
INDIVIDUAL DONORSINDIVIDUAL DONORSINDIVIDUAL DONORS

                                                                       Briam Gomez                                                       Sam Nassetta
Amazon Smile                                            Nick Gramolini                                                    Osprey Beach Club                       
Gordon & Bethany Angell                       Greatscapes Property Maintenance             Stephen Pearson 
Angie’s Pizza & Pier 27 Lounge              Priscilla & Garrett Green                                  Marilyn Rafkin                               
Sara Baker Bailey                                      Tori Heim                                       
Deb & Damien Battit                                 Hoyt, Fillippetti & Malaghan                                                                                     
                                                     
         

                                                                                           
Stefanie Beeney                                         David Johnston                                                   
Beth Bernstein                                           Susan Jones                                                          
Laura Burfoot                                             Tracee Reiser & Bob Hayford                         Rich’s Heating
Devon Butler                                               Kristi Kelly                                                           Gladys Rivera-Griffith
James & Debbie Butler                             Amanda Klay                                                       & Bob Griffith
Luisanna Cabrera                                      The L Fund                                                            Helen Sandalls
Sandy & Joe Cadrello                                 John & Mary LaMattina                                   Edgard Santiago             
Josh Cardoza                                               Andrea Lanoux                                                   Catherine Shires
Core Plus Credit Union                             Emily & Arthur Lerner                                       Chris Soto
Cultura                                                          Jay Levin                                                               Adam & Jean Sprecace                
                        

                                               
CT Solar Solutions                                      Harry Longinidis                                                Kathy & Barry Steamer               
 Melissa Davis                                               Petrit Marku                                                      Jeff Stefanski
Mauro Diaz-Hernandez                             Paul Martinez                                                     Suisman & Shapiro
 Ted Dubay                                                    Naseef McCary                                                   Temple Emanuel School  
Angelena Ebersole                                      Paul McCary & Beth Pite                                 Tara & Carlos Torres
Allan & Mary Denise Elms.                        James & Ellen McGuire.                                   Keith Turner
Timothy & Linda Evers                               Mary McLaughlin & Mike Walsh                   Andrew Walker
Richard & Delia Foye.                                 Simon Moore                                                      Corinne & David Weber              
Richard & Maureen Fraser.                      Alisa Nagano                                                       Barbara Willkens                         
Scott Garbini                                                 Maria Nappi                                                        World Insurance Agency
Ann Gaulin                                                     Giles Norton & Christine Fisher
                                                                    



 TOGETHER ...
We can change lives one college

degree at a time

make a difference.
 

P A Y P A L
H I G H E R  E D G E  C T  

 V E N M O  
@ H I G H E R E D G E C T

Checks also accepted made payable to:
 Higher Edge

Donations may be mailed to:
35 Redden Avenue

New London, CT 06320


